
Woman comes face-to-face with escaped tiger 
in circus bathroom  
Jenna Krehbie, social worker, says her ‘training’ helped her survive 
confrontation with Isis Shrine Circus cat.  
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A Kansas social worker is lucky to be alive after coming face to face with an 
escaped tiger in a circus restroom. Jenna Krehbiel was left within a whisker of 
the deadly beast after taking a bathroom break during the Isis Shrine Circus 
show at Salina Bicentennial Center on Saturday. 

A Kansas social worker is lucky to be alive after coming face-to-face with an escaped tiger in a 
circus restroom. 

Jenna Krehbiel was left within a whisker of the deadly 250-pound beast after taking a bathroom 
break during the Isis Shrine Circus show at Salina Bicentennial Center on Saturday. 

Luckily, she says her training for work helped her remain calm during the terrifying ordeal. 

"Looking back, it was scary," said Krehbiel. "At the time, I was thinking I just needed to get out. 

"When I turned the corner, the tiger was at the most two to three feet away. Security screamed at 
me to get out of the bathroom." 

The Salina Journal reports that the big cat escaped and walked into the 25-foot-long room, 
prompting panicked staff to block off entry and exit points. 

Krehbiel, however, walked through the only door that hadn't been barricaded — and ended up 
just inches away from the tiger, reports KSN. 

"You don't expect to go in a bathroom door, have it shut behind you and see a tiger walking 
toward you," she added. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/authors?author=Lee-Moran
http://www.salina.com/news/tiger-in-bathroom-lady
http://www.ksn.com/2013/04/22/youtube-video-shows-tiger-escape/


Thankfully, the animal was captured within minutes and returned to its enclosure. Bicentennial 
Center manager Chris Bird said: "I am glad no one was hurt or injured." 

Despite the exciting encounter, Krehbiel said her three-year-old daughter was more concerned 
with whether her mom had had time to wash her hands properly. 

"That was her only concern. I think that shows the thoughts of children and that they wouldn't 
have known there was danger," she said. 
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